


AVID 
Acutus Classic 
Turntable bundle 

Single stop excellence. 

$34,999 with Nexus arm and Ruby MC cartridge 
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Initial take - JD

Listening to the AVID Acutus Classic breeze through the MoFi pressing 

(the black one) of Beck's Sea Change is an excellent way to revisit two 

revamped favorites. Since introducing the original Acutus about 20 years 

ago, this table has been quietly conquering vinyl enthusiasts worldwide. 

A couple of tracks from Tool's Fear Inoculum reveal a level of quiet rivaling 

the best high-resolution digital, with a level of subtlety and gradation 

on the most gentle percussion bits that even the nearly $100k dCS 

Vivaldi can't match. This is what analog is all about - that last bit of 

convincing realism. 

Tracking through a broader range of tunes from Joni Mitchell to Robin 

Trower, the Acutus delivers a big, broad, lush presentation. While I do 

not possess a ton of seat time with the six-figure tables, from what I've 

heard , I wouldn't trade an Acutus for one of them. 

Bias revealed. 
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The defining characteristic of AVID tables has always been their ability 
to capture the perfect balance between damping the presentation and delivering 
a rock-solid bass response without being overdamped, i.e., one-note bass. Play 
any of your favorite acoustic bass players through the Acutus to see what I'm 
getting at. There's tons of texture and resolution down there. 

Thanks to the low mechanical noise in the Acutus, records come alive, feeling 
louder than they do elsewhere. Remember, a lower noise floor is an equal 
contributor to perceived loudness as merely turning up the volume control. 
The three-tower, tuned suspension in the Acutus completely isolates the 
massive platter from the environment around it 

Overview - JD 

Unlike many manufacturers that scale up from an entry-level product and 
often lose their way because their need to produce an expensive turntable 
outweighs their ability to actually build at this level, the Acutus was AVID's 
initial offering. Making the best turntable they could possibly make, then 
trying to engineer lower cost solutions with the maximum amount of 
functionality for the price. As founder Conrad Mas is fond of saying, "good, 
better, best." If you've seen an AVID demo, they do precisely that, using the 
same cartridges on one table from each range, so you can easily hear the 
difference that the better table makes on information retrieval, dynamics, 
and overall sonic quality. And it only gets better as you improve the cartridge. 

The three-point suspension's ability to isolate vibration in the environment 
from reaching the sensitive record groove is even more effective because 
each spring tower is individually adjustable. This is a brilliant solution for 
anyone wanting to use other tonearms. Though the current AVID tonearms 
are fantastic, you may already have an arm on hand that you'd rather not part 
with. More about that from Chris later. 

TONE122.039 







www.totemacoustic.com

